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3. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
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1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
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3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Mark A. Dalla Valle, Reg. No. 34,147 on December 22, 2005. 

2. The application has been amended as follows: 
In the specification : 

Under "Related Applications" section, page 1, after "filed August, 2002" please insert -- 
, which is a division of application No. 09/779,150, filed on February 8, 2001, now Pat. No. 
6,694,443 Bl, which is a division of application No. 09/570,155, filed on May 12, 2000, now 

Pat. No. 6,343,363, which is a continuation of application No. 08/777,772, filed on Dec. 9, 1996, 

» 

now Pat. No. 6,088,807, which is a division of application No. 08/310,895, filed Sep. 22, 1994, 
now Pat. No. 5,630,143, which is a continuation of application No. 07/858,579, Mar. 27, 1992, 
abandoned — 

In the claim : Please amend claims 23, 39 and 55 as follow: 

23. A method for suspending operation of a pipelined data processor to reduce power 
consumption, comprising: 
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enabling a first clock signal in response to an occurrence of a first combination of 
respective states of one or more clock control signals; 

advancing a sequence of instructions to a first portion of a pipeline subcircuit; 

executing said advanced sequence of instructions with a second portion of said pipeline 
subcircuit subsequent to said first pipeline subcircuit portion in response to said enabled first 
clock signal; and 

detecting an occurrence of a second combination of said respective states of said one or 
more clock control signals and in response thereto 

interrupting said advancing of said sequence of instructions to said first pipeline 
subcircuit portion, followed by 

completing executing of said advanced sequence of instructions which had been 
advanced to said first pipeline subcircuit portion, wherein said advanced sequence of instructions 
being executed had been advanced to said first pipeline subcircuit portion prior to said 
interrupting, followed by 

executing with said second pipeline subcircuit portion a plurality of microcode 
substantially unrelated to said advanced sequence of instructions in response to said enabled first 
clock signal, and followed further by 

disabling said first clock signal. 

39. A method for suspending operation of a pipelined data processor to reduce power 
consumption, comprising: 
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enabling a first clock signal in response to an occurrence of a first combination of 
respective states of one or more clock control signals; 

advancing a sequence of instructions to a first portion of a pipeline subcircuit; 

executing said advanced sequence of instructions with a second portion of said pipeline 
subcircuit subsequent to said first pipeline subcircuit portion in response to said enabled first 
clock signal; and 

detecting an occurrence of a second combination of said respective states of said one or 
more clock control signals and in response thereto 

interrupting said advancing of said sequence of instructions to said first pipeline 
subcircuit portion, followed by 

completing executing of said advanced sequence of instructions which had been 
advanced to said first pipeline subcircuit portion, wherein said advanced sequence of instructions 
being executed had been advanced to said first pipeline subcircuit portion prior to said 
interrupting, and 

generating a plurality of address data, followed by 

executing with said second pipeline subcircuit portion a plurality of microcode 
corresponding to said plurality of address data and substantially unrelated to said advanced 
sequence of instructions in response to said enabled first clock signal, and followed further by 

disabling said first clock signal. 

55. A method for suspending operation of a pipelined data processor to reduce power 
consumption, comprising: 
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enabling a first clock signal in response to an occurrence of a first combination of 
respective states of one or more clock control signals; 

advancing a sequence of instructions to a first portion of a pipeline subcircuit; 

executing said advanced sequence of instructions with a second portion of said pipeline 
subcircuit subsequent to said first pipeline subcircuit portion in response to said enabled first 
clock signal; and 

detecting an occurrence of a second combination of said respective states of said one or 
more clock control signals and in response thereto 

interrupting said advancing of said sequence of instructions to said first pipeline 
subcircuit portion, followed by 

completing executing of said advanced sequence of instructions which had been 
advanced to said first pipeline subcircuit portion, wherein said advanced sequence of instructions 
being executed had been advanced to said first pipeline subcircuit portion prior to said 
interrupting, 

generating a plurality of address data, and 

addressing said first pipeline subcircuit portion with said plurality of address data and 
in response thereto generating a plurality of microcode substantially unrelated to said advanced 
sequence of instructions, followed by 

executing said plurality of microcode with said second pipeline subcircuit portion in 
response to said enabled first clock signal, and followed further by 

disabling said first clock signal. 
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Conclusion 



3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thuan N. Du whose telephone number is (571) 272-3673. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday: 9:30 AM - 8:00 PM, EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynne H. Browne can be reached on (571) 272-3670. 
Central TC telephone number is (571) 272-2100. 
The fax number for the organization is (571) 273-8300. 

4. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll free). 



Thuan N. Du 
December 23, 2005 
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